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COMMON: 

505 P a r k Avenue 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

.OCATIOH . . . . 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

50 5 P a r k Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

B a l t i m o r e 
S T A T E 

f i J a r v l a n d 

C O U N T Y : 

3. CLASS»FICATt6r4 

m 

>* 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

D Distr ict g ] Building 

• Sit* Q Structure 

• O b j . c t 

OWNERSHIP 

D Publ ic 

IX) Private 

• Both 

Public Acquis i t ion: 

[~| In Process 

[~) Being Considered 

STATUS 

j 7 ] Occupied 

• Unoccupied 

• Preservotion work 

in progress 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• Restr icted 

g ) Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More ma Appropriate) 

l~| Agriculturol • Government • Pork • Transportation 

g£] Commercial • Industrial • Private Residence | Other (Specltv) 

• Educational • Mi l i tary Q Religious 

• Entertainment • Museum • Scientif ic 

1 1 Comments 

3WNER OF PROP68TV 
OWNER'S N A M E : 

L o u i s and F l o r e n c e L . S i n g e r 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

B a l t i m o r e 
LOCATION OF LCOAL OESC fflPTlOW 

S T A T E : 

M a r y l a n d 
- ?*^ / 

- • . ' ^ ^ , 

C O U R T H O U S E . REGISTRY O F DEEDS. E T C : 

R e c o r d s U f f i c e , Room 5 0 1 . B a l t i m o r e C i t y C o u r t h o u s e 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

F a y e t t e and C a l v e r t S t r e e t s 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

H a i t i in o r e 

S T A T E 

M a r y l a n d 2120 
T i t l e R e f e r e n c e o f C u r r e n t Deed (Book & P a , # ) : OFC 2 6 3 2 - . 

I 
.10 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

C i t y o f B a l t i m o r e N e i g h b o r h o o d S u r v e y 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : L b) f 3 Q Federal • State f j County g ] Local 

D E P O S I T O R Y FOR S U R V E Y RECORDS: 

C o m m i s s i o n f o r H i s t , , a n d A r c h . P r a s . 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

2u 5 . C a l v e r t o t r o e t 
CITY OR TOWN: 

B a l t i m o r e 
S T A T E : 1 

M a r y l a n d 2[L202 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• Excellent B Good • Ft 

(Check One) 

I I Deteriorated O Ruini Q Unexposed 

0 Altered 

(•Check One; 

• Uncltered 

(Check One) 

I I Moved j 7 ] Original Site 

a g r o u | 
doius which share a coram n 
pears on the third story 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T * 4D O R I G I N A L (H known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This is a large masonry structure, four stories high and 
five bays ujide. The roof is flat. 

The facade of the first story is faced with stone. Two 
bay windows flank a doorway witii two flat pilasters, which 
support an entablature. Above this is a projecting, cornice-
like belt course. 

The windows of the second, third, and fourth stories 
are all double hung one-over-one, which decrease with size 
in each successive story. Second story windows have window 
baskets, simple, stone sills, and flat-arched lintels, the 
latter topped by cornices. These cornices are flat and 
bracketed, except in the middle bay, where the cornice as
sumes a form of bracketed pediment. Third story windows 
have simple stone sills and no lintels. A string course ap
pears between the thir and fourth story windows. 

The south side of the building has a bipartite transomed 
door flanked by four-over-four double hung windows with 
simple stone sills and flat-arched lintels on its first 
story. Dn the second story, single six-over-six double 
hung windows with simple stone sills and no lintels flank 
- ~~ " of three narrower four-over-four double hong win-

sill. This same arrangement ap-
.... -..__-. _-._._,. In the fourth story, one six-

over-six double hung window flanked by two small, single 
hung, six-light windows interrupt a moulded belt course. 
A parapet rises above the roof line of the facade immed
iately aboue these windows. 

Behind the main structure is a masonry carriage house 
which is four bays wide and one and a half stories high. 
On the first story, between the double hung, four-over 
four windows with stone sills and flat-arched lintels on 
either end of the building's east side, there is one double 
door set in a segmental arch, and one smaller, flat-arched 
door to its left. Un the second story is one small, wooden 
door placed abou- the flat-arched door of the first story. 
A relatively recent door set in a flat arch appears on tne 
southeast corner of the building. The .est of this side of 
tne building is unbroken masonry. The southern wall rises as 
a parapet above the roof line of the eastern wail. 

The west side of the building is broken into three bays 
by two pairs of flat pilasters which rise to support an en
tablature and roof cornice which extend the length of the 
side. The first story's middle bay is occupied by a double 
door which is placed in a slightly projecting masonry frame 
to;.ped by a cornice. A door occupies either flanking bay; 
these are set in flat-arched, unadorned frames. Above the 
first story there is a projecting belt course which is in
terrupted by the pilasters at the extreme ends of the west 
side of toe building, and the two pairs of pilasters flank-

central bay. The second story windows are set in 

recesses, and appear to be single hung with thre 
i n g the 
flat-arched I 
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PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

• Pre-Columbian • 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

12 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

1846 SPECIFIC DATElSI (It Applicable and Known) c . 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Abor iginal 

• Prehistoric 

• Historic 

I | Agriculture 

X~| Architecture 

D *'• 
I I Commerce 

[~1 Communicotions 

f~l Conservation 

|~) Education 

1 1 Engineering 

I | Industry 

[H Invention 

I 1 Landscape 

Architecture 

• Literature 

• Military 

• Music 

• Political 

• Religion/Phi

losophy 

[P] Science 

I I Sculpture 

P I Social/Human-

itarion 

• Theater 

I 1 Transportation 

I 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The northern end of Block 550•s significance insofar 
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as architecture is concerned has alreday been recognized, 
as it has been included in the Mount Vernon Historical 
District, many other buildings on this block merit at
tention as well. 

The Franklin Street Presbyterian Church, designed by 
Robert Carey Lung, jr., in 1844, is a fine example of 
resurrected English Late Gothic design adapted to mason
ry. 

The Y LUC A Building (1915) is a study in early twen
tieth century large commercial structures, complete LU th 
some Italianizing details popular with American architects 
in the late nineteenth and early t entieth centuries. 

505 Park Avenue is a large townhouse dating from the 
mid to late 184Js (all of the original structures on this 
side of trie block date fr m 1845-50). Ifiodest in appear
ance and unclutte:ed with superfluous ornamentation, it 
stands as a good, if somewhat altered exemplum of the 
classicizing vernacular architectural styles predominant 
in Baltimore in the mid nineteenth century, as do the 
re.nainder of the rowhouses on the Park Avenue side of the 
block. (An exception is 507 Park Avenue, which is a two 
story structure dating from the second decade of the 
twentieth century. 

Tne Cathedral Street side of the block contains somewh 
larger houses built in more eclectic modes, several dif
ferent ones often appearing in a single building. 504 
Cathedral is a typical example, in which Second Empire, 
Classical, and Late English Gothic elements are merged. 

The significance of the block lies in the varieties of 
architecuural styles found in the two groups of original 
structures remaining on Park Avenue and on Cathedral Stree 
illustrative as they aie of the eclecticism of rnid nine
teenth century townhouse design, and in the two large 
structures on Franklin Street, i. e., the Franklin Street 
Presbyterian Church, and the Y LUC A Building. 
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IS. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N O A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

CORNER 
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L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • . 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Jus t i f i c a t i on : 

50 'x l50 ' 
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I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND Tl T L E : 

Joseph Potts, Planning Assistant 
O R G A N ! Z A T I O N 

Commission for Hist, and Arch. Planning 11/6/75 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

26 South Calvert Street 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

B a l t i m o r e 
12. 

iiiary] aad 2JL2R2. 

State Liaison Officer Review; (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National • State • Local • 

Signature 
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(continued; 

lights. The entablature and cornice above the second 
story's miuale bay projects s1igh11y. 
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505 Park Avenue 
Block 0550, Lot 007 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 
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